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This document was issued originally by the Department of Public Health (DPH). As part of the transfer of the medical-use of 

marijuana program on or before December 31, 2018, the Commission adopted this document. We suggest that before you rely on 

the contents of this document, you check the applicable medical-use marijuana laws, which include M.G.L. c. 94I and 935 CMR 

501.000, as they may provide or clarify the legal requirements related to this document. We also suggest that you periodically 

check for revisions to this document. Questions with regards to this document may be directed to 

CannabisCommission@Mass.gov.

Matrix Sampling 
Frequency 

Number of Samples Analyses 

Solid growing media 

– stock soils

Initial prior to 

use and each 

time new source 

is used 

1 sample per cubic yard 

 Metals
 Pesticides
 Polychlorinated

biphenyls (PCBs)

Cultivation soil/solids 

– in place soils (i.e.,

ground, beds,

containers)

Annual 

1 sample per 100 

square feet of beds, or 

5% of individual plant 

containers 

 Metals
 Pesticides

Cultivation soil/solids – 

amended soils 

During 

quarter, when 

soil amended, 

and annually 

thereafter 

1 sample per 100 

square feet of beds, or 

5% of individual plant 

containers 

 Metals
 Pesticides

Please note that these Protocols are continually evaluated and revised based upon new scientific and industry 

information. 




